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Back to schools
s

Jen-Hsun Huang Hall dedicated

YOU can make a
difference in 
a young life! 

Do you know of a child 
in grade 7-12 who could 
benefit from the min-
istry we provide? Tell 
the family about OBI. 
Sometimes a teen’s life 
is turned around 
because some-
one like you 
took the 
time to care.

(Clockwise) A family signed their son into the dorm to start the new school year. The girls gave their brand, new dormitory 
a “thumbs up.” We had an open house for families of children in grades K-8. The Women on Mission of Oneida Baptist 
Church sponsored an International Tea for our international students. Please pray God’s blessings on the 2019-20 year.

On August 2, 2019, Oneida Baptist 
Institute in Oneida, Kentucky dedicat-
ed Jen-Hsun Huang Hall, our new girls’ 
dormitory and high school building. 

This project was made possible by 
a generous benefactor -- Jen-Hsun 
Huang, Founder and CEO of NVIDIA, 
one of the world’s leading technology 
companies. He and his wife, Lori, pro-
vided a matching grant of two million 
dollars for the facility. 

Huang was Fortune’s Business 
Person of the Year in 2017. He earned 
his undergraduate degree in Electri-
cal Engineering from Oregon State 
University and a master’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering from Stanford 
University.

He has ties to Oneida Baptist 
Institute stretching back to his child-
hood. At age nine in the mid-1970’s, 
Huang and his brother lived at Oneida 
Baptist Institute, though Oneida then 
was only a high school. The boys at-

tended classes at the nearby Oneida 
Elementary School. 

Huang and his family partici-
pated in the dedication service, and 
he shared many anecdotes from his 
Oneida days. Though he was only at 
the school for a brief time, he said, 
“Some of my happiest memories are 
of Oneida Baptist Institute.”

Jen-Hsun Huang Hall is 34,000 
square feet and houses 32 dorm 
rooms with a capacity for 128 girls, 
plus 12 classrooms. q

Below: Mr. and Mrs. Huang joined 
their children, Spencer and Madi-

son, and OBI student Ruth Michel-
ange Evrard in cutting the ribbon. 
Top right: Mr. Gritton presented a 

framed certificate to the Huangs. 
Below right: After the ceremony, OBI 
staff and guests toured the new dor-

mitory and the high school area.
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Bits and tidbits
our mission statement
The mission of Oneida Baptist Institute is to 
provide a Christian living, learning and work-
ing environment in which each of its students, 
Christian or non-Christian, is diligently chal-
lenged to grow mentally, physically, socially 
and spiritually in order to acquire an educa-
tion for time and eternity.

Where we are  
Web: www.oneidaschool.org
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/OBI.KY
twitter: https://twitter.com/Oneida_Baptist
phone: 606-847-4111     Fax: 606-847-4496
Mr. Gritton: https://twitter.com@lgritton

Want an easy way to give? 
Go to our web site and click the “Give/Vol-
unteer” tab, then the “Donate now” button to 
give via credit card, debit card or PayPal:
http://www.oneidaschool.org/support.shtml

Want to receive the Mountaineer or 
Alumni News by e-mail?
Send your name, mailing address, e-mail 
address and the 5-digit number above your 
name on this issue’s mailing label to: 
diane.dimsey@oneidaschool.org
Let her know if you’d like the e-Mountaineer
or e-Alumni News or both. iMpoRtant: Be 
sure to add mountaineer@oneidaschool.org 
to your contact list in your e-mail program, or 
it may reject our publications as spam.

obi continues these programs:
tyson’s “project a+”™
Send entire labels from specially marked 
Tyson products, worth 24 cents each.
http://projectaplus.tyson.com/
General Mills “box tops for education”™
Box Tops are digital! Each is still worth 10 
cents with points-to-cash. Check it out:
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
amazon smile donates 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible purchases to OBI. 
http://smile.amazon.com/about
Kroger “Community Rewards” 
Shoppers with Plus cards can register at 
www.Kroger.com. Add OBI (PJ703) as the 
non-profi t you want to support.
Offi ce Depot “Back to Schools”
Give our school name or ID# 70040770
& we earn 5% of your purchase.

We are collecting 
stories about dr. 
barkley Moore, OBI 
’58 and president 
1972 - 1994. We es-
pecially need stories 
-- funny or serious 
-- about something 
he did or said. E-mail 
denise.spencer@
oneidaschool.org or 
mail to Denise Spen-
cer, Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, 
Oneida, Ky. 40972.  

Can you 
share a 
story?

Campus construction continues.
We have begun work on dr. W.F. 
“bud” and kay underwood Hall. 
the dining hall will seat 450+ peo-
ple. there will be a prep kitchen, 
bulk food storage and refrigeration, 
and a bulk freezer. if you would 
like to help, send a check with “un-
derwood Hall” on the memo line, or 
“donate now” on our web site. q

Will we see YOU at Homecoming 2019?

Meet some of our award-winning students
Most Outstanding, Studious, Improved and Brad Dorough Friendship Award 

The Brad Dorough Friendship 
Award is the only major award voted 
on by the student body. Our 2019 win-
ner was sophomore abagile (“abbi”) 
Mboya. Abbi was born in Kentucky. 
and grew up in Tanzania. At OBI since 
2017, to Abbi, “OBI is like a family 
away from home.”

Abbi said she doesn’t make friends 
easily at fi rst, “but I try to get to know 
people.” She explained that when she 
fi rst came to OBI, “I didn’t talk to other 
people.” One girl in particular talked 
with Abbi, though, and that made an 
impression on her. 

Abbi is a Christian, and allows her 
faith to guide her in her interactions 
with peers. “I try to always apply the 
Golden Rule,” she noted. 

Sophomore Madison Gritton said, 
“Abbi always puts others’ needs before 
her own. She takes new kids under 
her wing, setting a good example and 
helping them fi nd their classes.” 

Winners of the Brad Dorough 
Friendship Award receive a full schol-
arship for the next school year. q

Our Most Improved sophomore boy for the school 
year 2018-19 was orrin Frost, a day student from Onei-
da. He enrolled in the seventh grade, “mainly because of 
sports,” explaining that he has more of a  chance to play 
here. His primary sports are basketball and baseball.

Orrin was surprised “a lot” to learn that he had won 
this honor. He believes he got the award because of 
his improved attitude, explaining, “I don’t argue with the 
teachers like I used to.” Cathy Hughes was one of Or-

rin’s teachers last year. She noted, “Throughout the year, he had his good 
and bad days, but every time he had a bad day, he’d come back the next day 
ready to work harder than before to make up for it.”

One of Orrin’s goals for this year is to keep his grades up so he can get 
his driver’s license. q

Our Most 
Outstanding 
and Most Stu-
dious fresh-
man girl was 
a l i c e s o n 
barger, also 
from Oneida. 
She came 
to OBI in the 
seventh grade 
because “I 
wanted to get 
a Christian 

education.” Aliceson has been pleased. 
“It’s a great school,” she said. “I like go-
ing to chapel every day.” 

When asked why she thought she 
won Most Outstanding, Aliceson stated, 
“I try to refl ect the best Christian attitude I 
can.” As for  Most Studious, “It’s not with-
out effort,” she explained. “I pay attention 
and do most of my work in class.”

Cheryl Monroe taught Aliceson  last 
year. She stated, “Aliceson has a pas-
sion for learning that most young people 
do not have.” Faculty member earnes-
tine bruce added, “Aliceson excels not 
only in academics, but also in her gentle 
nature and kindness to others which re-
veals her mature relationship with God. 
Her willingness to cooperate with teach-
ers and peers makes working with her a 
pleasure.”  

Aliceson concluded, “Oneida is a 
blessing!” q

seungbum Lee 
(“steve”) was Most Out-
standing and Most Studious 
junior boy. He came to us 
from South Korea in 2015 
because his brother had 
graduated from OBI. 

He wanted to become an 
engineer, but in South Ko-
rea Steve had failing grades. 
Now he earns A’s. 

Houseparent dianna 
davidson said, “In my opin-
ion, Steve is the most studi-
ous young man in the dorm. 
I often worry about him not 
getting enough rest...At room 
check on numerous nights he 
will ask for another 30 min-
utes to fi nish an assignment. 
I will grant this due to his at-

abbisamira dennis

tentiveness to homework...but I always go 
back and check on him to make sure he 
has laid down for the night.”  

A senior this year, Steve is looking for-
ward to college. “I will come back to Oneida 
when I achieve my dream,” he promised 
with a smile. q 

the following classes will 
have reunions in 2019:

Class of 1949 70 years
Class of 1954 65 years
Class of 1959 60 years
Class of 1964 55 years
Class of 1969 50 years
Class of 1974 45 years
Class of 1979 40 years
Class of 1984 35 years
Class of 1989 30 years
Class of 1994 25 years
Class of 1999 20 years
Class of 2004 15 years
Class of 2009 10 years
Class of 2014 5 years

Homecoming will be Satur-
day, October 19. We will have the 
traditional Hymn Sing at Oneida 
Baptist Church, inductions into 
the Athletic Hall of Fame, recog-
nition of anniversary classes, a 
special welcome to the 50th an-
niversary class of 1969, a barbe-
cue lunch, a Fall Festival for the 
kids, and plenty of time to visit 
with friends.

Our fall play will run the eve-
nings of October 17 and 18 at 
7:00 P.M. and October 19 at 5:00 
P.M. So arrive early or stay after 
the big day to enjoy the show. 

Questions? e-mail amanda 
Roberts: amanda.roberts@oneid-
aschool.org 

Congratulations, 
all award winners!


