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There’s More to Come

An OBI Legacy Family—Two Generations, Five OBI Alumni
Larry (‘93) and Angie (‘91) Gritton celebrated their daugher’s wedding in April. 
Madison Gritton Gibson graduated from OBI in 2022. Her brothers Trey (left 
in photo) and Alex graduated from OBI in 2020 and 2024 respectively. Trey and 
Madison both completed degrees at the University of Cumberlands, and Alex is 
currently attending Asbury University. 

Homecoming
October 17, 2026

Highlights of the Day
9:00 AM

Meet & Greet at the Cafeteria
11:00 AM

Hymn Sing at Oneida Baptist Church
Noon

Lunch at the Cafeteria
1:00 PM

Alumni Recognition Program

Join us for 
Food & Fellowship

Who is invited?
• Alumni

• Former Students
• Former Staff/Volunteers

• Donors & Friends of OBI
• Guests of the Above

Can’t make it this year?
Consider a 

“No-Show” Donation

	 This is Larry and Angie Gritton’s 
20th year of service at OBI. After 
graduating from OBI and completing 
college, the couple returned to OBI. It 
was a busy seven years of teaching, 
coaching, starting their family and fin-
ishing their master’s degrees. An or-
dained minister since 1998, Larry also 
pastored nearby New Prospect Bap-
tist Church.
	 In 2004, they were led to a Chris-
tian school in Fort Meyers, Florida 
where their careers in education took 
them into the administrative arena. 
Larry became an Athletic Director and 
Dean of Boys in addition to coach-
ing basketball and pastoring a local 
church. Angie began working as a 
School Counselor. 
	 When former OBI president Dr. (Grittons continued p.3)

W.F. Underwood retired, several OBI 
people reached out to Larry and asked 
him to consider applying. He recalled, 
“After seeking the Lord’s direction, I 
did apply, even though we were fully 
content with our ministry in Florida. 
The Lord saw fit to bring us back to 
lead here.”
	 Larry and Angie serve side-by-
side at OBI with Angie overseeing 
much of the school-related and cam-
pus improvement details. Larry reflect-
ed, “When I began in 2013, I told the 
staff I didn’t know much about being 
OBI’s president, but I would do my 
best. It has been challenging, but very 
rewarding and fulfilling. I am grateful 
the Lord has equipped us to lead such 



	 For four decades Martha Harmon 
has faithfully tutored OBI students. 
Only two other OBI teachers have 
served longer: Melvin Davidson, 50 
years, for whom the chapel is named, 
and Jerry Smith, 43 years.
	 Many of Ms. Harmon’s former 
students credit her as being the reason 
they were able to graduate. One of her 
more notable students is Christian 
Thomas (’93), who is now a pastor 
in Detroit, Michigan. He visited OBI in 
2017 to lead revival services. While 
sharing his testimony, Thomas de-
scribed how he came to OBI two years behind grade level but with Ms. 
Harmon’s guidance, he graduated on time with an Advanced Diploma. 
	 Ms. Harmon shared, “Students who return and remember how I 

helped them make it through school is 
one of the triumphs of this job.”
	 Ms. Harmon grew up on a farm in 
Lincoln County, Kentucky. A dedicated 
student, her dad encouraged her to 
pursue teaching, and she graduated 
from Georgetown College in 1972. She 
started out as a middle school teacher in 
Boone County, Kentucky, but left within 
the year because she did not enjoy the 
larger classroom setting. 
	 In 1986, a friend from church encour-
aged her to return to teaching and to try 
OBI. After an interview with Dr. Barkley 
Moore, Ms. Harmon joined the OBI staff 

as a tutor in July, 1986. She flourished in her role, and hundreds of 
students have benefited from her gift in teaching. She said, “I was al-
ways drawn to helping people. Though a large classroom did not work 
well for me, one-on-one tutoring did.”
	 Prior to 2020, most of our stu-
dents lived in the dormitories and 
were required to attend an evening 
study hall. Ms. Harmon was well 
known for spending many evenings 
on campus helping her students.
	 Ms. Harmon said, “Two of my 
favorite things about serving at OBI 
are the Christian work environment 
and getting to know people from 
other countries and cultures. Onei-
da has been like home, and God 
has provided by giving me Christian 
friends, good churches and a Chris-
tian working environment for which I 
am thankful.” q
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Martha Harmon Celebrates 
40 Years of Service at OBI

Ms. Harmon with former 
student Christian Thomas.

Ms. Harmon high-fives a 
Class of 2026 graduate 
during the Senior Walk.

Why Do They Serve?

David and Margeret 
Fralix

Houseparents
5 Years at OBI

Jamie Middleton
Substitute Teacher
Coach
5 Years at OBI

We are blessed to 
watch God work in 
the lives of young 
men and women 
from all around the 
world. Our joy is not 
to rescue the stu-
dents from difficult 
moments, but to 
remind them of the 
precious promises 
of God as they go 
through them.
—David  

You get to minister to local 
students and their families while 
also mentoring young people 
from all over the world.

David and Pam 
Price
David: Counselor,
Bible Teacher
Pam: Elementary 
Teacher
10 Years at OBI

Jennifer Fannin
HS Math Teacher
15 Years at OBI

Without doubt, the best part of working at OBI is 
the opportunity to work with our incredible stu-
dents and see God working in their lives.—David 

I continue to serve at OBI because I love what I 
do. Sharing Jesus with the students God places 
in my classroom never gets old!—Pam 

OBI is a family of past and 
present staff, students, and 
volunteers. I have especially felt 
this as I have experienced the 
love and support through my 
recent cancer journey. Serving 
here is a calling and a way of 
life, not a job.



First Day of School 2026-2027
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OBI Choir Fall Schedule OBI Choir Fall Schedule       
DATE	 LOCATION            		   TIME       
10/11 	 Grant’s Lick Baptist 	 11:00 AM
	 Alexandria, Ky.	
10/18	 Calvary Baptist Church	 11:00 AM
	 Harrodsburg, Ky.	
10/25	 Fairview Baptist Church	 11:00 AM
	 Mt. Vernon, Ky.
11/1	 Faith Baptist Church	 11:00 AM
	 Corbin, Ky.
11/8	 First Baptist Church	 11:00 AM
	 Salyersville, Ky.
11/15	 New Union Baptist	 11:00 AM
	 Russellville, Ky.		  CST
11/22	 Fairview Baptist Church	 10:45 AM
	 Ashland, Ky.	
12/6	 Fellowship Baptist	 11:00 AM
	 Harrodsburg, Ky.
12/13	 Siloam Baptist Church	 11:00 AM
	 Glasgow, Ky.	 CST
Email: frank.stratton@oneidaschool.org

	 Thanks to our generous donors, we 
added an important safety feature to our 
bus fleet: stop arm cameras.
	 Kentucky House Bill 7, passed in July, 
allows schools to install stop arm cameras 
that could provide evidence to the police if 
a bus is passed illegally by a vehicle while 
students are loading or unloading. 
	 We currently have four yellow school 
buses assigned to four routes. Approxi-
mately 200 students from three counties 
ride each day. 
	 OBI President Larry A. Gritton, Jr. 
commented, “This was a significant in-
vestment, but we were happy to spend the 
money to enhance the safety of the pre-
cious cargo boarding and deboarding our 
buses.” q

New Cameras Help Keep School Bus Stops Safe

OBI Teacher, Bus Driver, and 
alum Kurtis Lawson (’15) ex-
plains how the newly installed 
camera works in conjunction 
with the stop arm.

26-27 Enrollment Snapshot
360 — Total
104 — K4-4th Grade
97 — Grades 5-8
159 — Grades 9-12
233 — Day Students
62 — International Students
27 — U.S. Dorm  Students

(Grittons continued)

an amazing ministry full of amazing 
people.”
	 As a parent, Angie appreciated 
not only that their children received a 
Christ-centered education at her alma 
mater, but also that they were well 
equipped for their next steps in educa-
tion. Speaking in her role as Assistant 
to the President, Angie said, “Having 
lived in the girls’ dorm, I have a per-
sonal perspective on what life is like as 
a boarding student. My experience as 
both a student and a parent gives me a 
unique appreciation for OBI and helps 
me keep the student experience in mind 
when making decisions each day.” 
	 Each year, Larry announces a 
theme for the upcoming school year. As 
he reflected on the many blessings of 
last year, he said, “I really felt the Lord 
saying to me, ‘There’s more to come,’ 
so I decided to make it our theme.” q



Jeremiah Reeves
Class of 2007

Ruth Ann Sizemore
Class of 1977

Ronald Combs
Class of 1974

Douglas McArthur Sizemore
Class of 1960

Hilda Wyatt Winchester
Former Full-Time Volunteer

Jerry Jones
Volunteer

  In Memoriam
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Our New ‘Old’ Sign in Time for 2026-27

Update Your Information
If you have a change of address 
or would like to be added to our 

mailing list, please email: 
diane.dimsey@oneidaschool.org

or call 606-847-4111 ext. 292.

This summer, the old stone sign was rebuilt at the new campus entrance. The pre-
vious sign had to be removed when the pool building was demolished to make way 
for the new cafeteria. Ben Henry with Wild Willow Masonry, the father of one of our 
local students, took on the challenge and did a beautiful and timely job. Planned 
lights and landscaping will create a welcoming and beautiful campus entrance. 
Wild Willow Masonry is a Kentucky-based branch of Wild Willow Farms LLC. To 
contact, email: info@wildwillowfarms44.com


